
Arzu Yuvarak is an asylum seeker who has been living in 
Melbourne for several years without work rights or 
government support. Arzu’s family were part of the 
Antiochian Christian Orthodox Church (or Rûm Orthodox) 
and come from Hatay Province, a region in southeast Turkey 
where the borders have been in dispute with Syria for more 
than a century. Until officials from the Australian Department 
of Immigration complete their assessment of her refugee 
status, she must continue to depend on the generosity of 
everyday Australians to survive.  
 

Despite the challenging situation she has found 
herself in, Arzu has managed to contribute 
significantly to our community. She is a talented 
musician and educator and has a deep passion 
for working with children. Soon after arriving in 
Australia, Arzu joined the Essendon Symphony 
Orchestra as a violinist and before long began 
work as a volunteer music teacher in the 

Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s ‘Pizzicato Effect’ Education Program. 
 
Inspired by this program, Arzu 
implemented a similar free music education 
program at Corpus Christi Primary School 
in Glenroy. In 2015, she took on a 
voluntary role as the language and diction 
coach for Turkish songs in the Australian 
Chamber Choir’s 2015 ANZAC Centenary 
program. She has also become a valued 
member of the Melbourne’s Scots’ Church 
Choir, where she continues to sing soprano every Sunday. 

 
Arzu is an incredibly dedicated and hard-working 
individual. Arriving without English-language skills, 
she has now progressed to an academic level and is 
one-third of the way through completing a Master’s 
degree at RMIT University, achieving this without the 
right to work. To pay for 
academic English 

language classes and the first semester of her studies, 
she organised, arranged and performed a Classical 
Turkish music fundraising concert. She received a grade 
of High Distinction for her first semester; however, to 
continue her studies, Arzu now needs to raise $30,000 to 
pay for her final two semesters. There is a very real 
chance that she will be forced to discontinue her pursuit of 
her master degree, without your assistance. 
 



If you wish to help Arzu, please consider attending her 
fundraising concert. If you cannot attend the concert, 

you can still donate by clicking here 
and visiting our fundraiser on 
mycause.com.au.  
 
Better still, you can make a 
donation directly into this bank account: 

 
Bank: Me Bank 
BSB: 944300 

A/N: 011777125 
 
This will enable her to continue her studies in Australia, continue to contribute to our 
community and hopefully rebuild her life here. 
 
Thanking you in advance for your consideration. 
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