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Hi everyone. For those who don’t know me, my name is Nathan and I’m the best man, something I’ve always wanted 
to say out loud to a captive audience.   

First, let’s acknowledge everyone who’s helped make this day so special and brought everything together so 
beautifully – from the amazing flowers and gorgeous church, to the breathtaking bridesmaids and the wonderful 
choir.   

Both Arzu and Jonathan asked me to avoid a few topics today (I’ll look at my fake cue cards, mutter ‘no can’t say that, 
definitely can’t mention this….  and sadly drop them) so I guess I’ll just have to wing this … 

I’ve known Jonathan since we started high school together, way back in 1987. And on that first day, 30 years ago, I 
made it my mission to convert him to becoming an Essendon supporter. But, as you know, since Jonathan and Arzu 
chose to have their wedding reception during an Essendon match, this is still a work in progress ... 

Looking at Jonathan today we see a responsible man, a stand-up guy who wouldn’t lead anyone astray.  Definitely 
not someone you’d share Saturday detention with for skipping school to sneak into a screening of Basic Instinct.  
Nooo. That never happened …. We actually just volunteered to attend school on a Saturday … 

Over the years, I’ve had the pleasure of Jon’s company during many memorable moments. Moments such as our 
achievements with the classy ‘R’C indoor cricket team, when Jon as team captain lead us to a premiership and talk 
about the great opening partnership between us of 27 runs with Jon scoring 30 and me -3!  Or when we backpacked 
around the world  and ended up standing in Times Square for 14 hours on an alcohol-free, freezing Millennium New 
Year’s Eve, barely able to walk back to our hostel due to frostbite!   

Jonathan has been an amazing friend to me and to many of you here tonight. He’s the guy who’s always willing to 
help out; who’ll change his plans at a moment’s notice if you need him. A guy who loves to make you a better person 
by beating you at poker or sport – I think he calls it ‘character building’ – as he dances away with yet another victory, 
so Arzu that crazy dancing you saw earlier tonight there is a reason why Jon is so good! 

But through all our adventures, something I never witnessed until last year was love on the level that Jon has found 
with Arzu.  A little-known secret is that when a man finds someone he really cares about he’s very shy in mentioning 
it to his mates. We men don’t like talking about our vulnerabilities. We talk a big game when it’s someone we just 
like, but are far more careful when it comes to someone whose feelings, thoughts and actions can elate or crash us. 

Jonathan first talked to me about Arzu in hushed terms, describing her as this intriguing woman he’d just met. But 
the description grew over the next few weeks to include words like: ‘fascinating’, ‘strong-willed’, ‘intelligent’, 
‘beautiful’, ‘challenging’ and ‘elegant. 

I knew something was different when Jonathan headed overseas for a friend’s wedding.  First, he considered 
cancelling this long-planned trip and no refundable tickets, those of us who know Jon know it keeps his commitments 
so him even considering a cancellation might something or in the case someone amaze was pulling at him to stay. 
Eventually Jonathan made a class one friend request for me to look out for and help Arzu in any way I could while he 
was away.  These requests are rare. You save them for the big moments: like bailing you out of some trouble for 
example getting a friend to lie to his mother about how you really wanted to go to school on a Saturday and it had 
nothing to do with skipping school during that week.  

Arzu was obviously someone very special. 

Over the past year, I’ve also come to know just how special she is. The friend request turned out to be a bargain for 
me. Arzu brings life to a room; in the case of my apartment, quite literally – bringing and growing amazing flowers.  
Arzu is everything Jon described: fascinating, strong- willed, intelligent, beautiful, challenging and funny. I’ve watched 
her organise and deliver an amazing concert, seen the passion she brought to her volunteer music teaching role, and 
achieve high marks in her Masters course (even more impressive considering she had to learn university-level English 
at the same time). 
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I’ve also watched Jon and Arzu up close. I’ve seen their tender moments. I’ve seen their arguments. I’ve seen them 
laugh. And now we can all see them commit to each other in front of their dear family and friends. Marriage is about 
many things: sharing achievements and joys, disappointments and setbacks.  But it’s strongest when a couple have 
built their relationship on a solid foundation, when both parties have seen each other at their best and their not best.  
Jon and Arzu, you’re an inspiration to all of us.  To the bride and groom. 


